
ABERDEEN SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 5 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the 
Board of Directors – October 18, 2016 

 
At 5:03 p.m. President Bielski convened the regular meeting of the Aberdeen 
School Board in the Community Room at Aberdeen High School. Members 
present were Christi Boora, Erin Farrer, Jeff Nelson and Jamie Walsh, along 
with Superintendent Thomas Opstad and 18 patrons and staff. Student 
Representative Katurah Martin joined the meeting in progress. A work study 
for discussion of the superintendent search process preceded the meeting. The 
meeting began with the Flag salute. 

CALL TO ORDER 

On a motion by Jamie Walsh and seconded by Christi Boora, the Board 
approved the Consent Agenda, which included the minutes from the meeting 
on October 4, 2016, September payroll vouchers 821540 through 821553 
totaling $1,352,145.61; General Fund vouchers 821554 through 821595 and 
821625 through 821709 totaling $2,401,637.75, ASB Fund vouchers 821596, 
821603 through 821624 and 821710 totaling $13,950.03, a Capital Projects Fund 
voucher 821597 in the amount of $4,747.13 and a Private Purpose Trust Fund 
vouchers totaling $2,403.17; renewal of a contract with the Cosmopolis School 
District for IT services and renewal of a memorandum of understanding with 
the Hoquiam School District to provide Title 1 services at St. Mary’s School, 
and accepted a grant in the amount of $3,948.50 from the National Marine 
Sanctuary Foundation for field trips at Robert Gray Elementary School. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

President Sandra Bielski commented that she enjoyed the work study 
discussion on the superintendent search process. 

COMMENTS FROM 
BOARD MEMBERS 

Foodball adviser Ashley Kohlmeier and ASB officer Jake Metke shared 
information about Foodball. They said students are working hard to achieve 
their dual mission of raising more food and funds than Hoquiam for area 
food banks, and they shared information about new events intended to be 
family-friendly fundraisers.  

COMMENTS FROM 
THE AUDIENCE 

Student Representative Katurah Martin provided an update on her senior 
project – Invisible Illness Awareness Week. The project kicked off on Monday 
and students have been receptive and supportive. She feels like it has been 
very successful.  

COMMENTS FROM 
STUDENT 
REPRESENTATIVE  

On a motion by Christi Boora and seconded by Erin Farrer, the Board voted to 
hire a search consultant to assist in the hiring process for a new 
superintendent. A request for proposals will be advertised, with Board 
members setting 3 p.m. Monday, November 21, in the Board Room at the 
Administration Building to review proposals, with plans to interview up to 
three finalists on November 29-30 or December 1. 

OLD BUSINESS 

SUPERINTENDENT 
SEARCH 
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Principal Barb Page, former principal Jim Sawin and the staff at Central Park 
Elementary School were recognized for making Central Park a “School of 
Distinction,” which means the Office of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction has honored the school for being among the top 5 percent in the 
state for its improvement in assessments for ELA and math.  

SUPERINTENDENT 
REPORT 

CENTRAL PARK 
RECOGNITION 

The Board discussed plans for attendance at the WSSDA Fall Conference in 
Spokane on November 17-19. 

WSSDA FALL 
CONFERENCE 

On a motion by Christi Boora and seconded by Erin Farrer, the Board 
approved a contract with Anita Guinn & Associates Therapy, LLC to place 
Jasmine Stowers in the district as a speech language pathologist assistant. 

On a motionby Christi Boora an dseconded by Jeff Nelson, the Board 
approved a contract with Aureus Medical Group to place Helen Hathaway in 
the district as a speech language pathologist.  

SPECIAL SERVICES 
CONTRACTS 

Teaching and Learning Director Judy Holliday reviewed new instructional 
materials recommended by the Instructional Materials Committee for first 
reading as follows:  

Modern Automotive Technology by James E. Duffy and published by 
Goodheart-Wilcox for use in the automotive classes at Aberdeen High School 
to replace materials that are 10 years old;  

Biology in Focus by Urry, Cain, Wasserman, Minorsky and Reece and 
published by Campbell Pearson for use in AP Biology courses at Aberdeen 
High School to replace texts and materials that are more than 10 years old;  

The Awakening by Kate Chopin and published by S.W. Norton for use in AP 
Literature courses at Aberdeen High School; 

The Practice of Statistics 5E by Starnes, Tabor, Yates and Moore and published 
by Bedford, Freeman and Worth for use in the new AP Statistics courses at 
Aberdeen High School, and  

Black Boy by Richard Wright and published by Harper Perennial Modern 
Classics for use in English classes at Aberdeen High School. 

NEW 
INSTRUCTIONAL 
MATERIALS 

Superintendent Opstad presented the Fiscal Status Report for October. The 
report shows an ending fund balance of $3,348,050.81 in the General Fund; 
$263,359.73 in the Capital Projects Fund; $3,092,257.70 in the Debt Service 
Fund; $233,269.96 in the Associated Student Body Fund and $455,902.42 in the 
Transportation Vehicle Fund. Under enrollment it was reported that after the 
October 1 count, the District is 88.74 FTE above budget. 

FISCAL STATUS 
REPORT 
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Following a presentation by Athletic Director Aaron Roiko on a motion by 
Jamie Walsh to approve adding girls’ bowling as a sport at Aberdeen High 
School and seconded by Erin Farrer, the Board discussed the necessary steps, 
estimated costs, length of season, contracting with the bowling alley, joining 
the league, transportation, contacting the WIAA and determining the level of 
interest. A friendly amendment from Christi Boora was accepted and the 
Board voted to approve the addition of girls’ bowling to the program 
offerings at Aberdeen High School in 2016-2017 provided the “pieces fall into 
place” and costs remain close to athletic director’s rough estimate of $10,000 
to $11,000 for the first season. 

AHS GIRLS’ 
BOWLING 

Following a presentation by Athletic Director Aaron Roiko, on a motion by 
Christi Boora and seconded by Erin Farrer, the Board approved a six-week 
intramural basketball season for boys and girls in Grades 5-6. Mr. Roiko 
estimated the cost to be $5,000 to run the season at five schools. He reported 
there should be no transportation costs and students would contribute toward 
the cost of a team T-shirts as has occurred in recent years under the Y-
operated program.  HR Director Jim Sawin noted that when the district ran 
the program previously, costs to students were minimized further by using 
team shirts over several seasons.  

INTRAMURAL 
BASKETBALL 

On a motion by Christi Boora and seconded by Erin Farrer, the Board voted to 
“re-levy” $112,489.31 in 2017 for the M&O levy that was not collected in 2016. 
The motion passed with Director Jaime Walsh voting against. 

On a motion by Christi Boora and seconded by Jeff Nelson, the Board voted to 
“re-levy” $54,204.84 in 2017 for the bond fund that was not collected in 2016.  
The motion passed with Director Jaime Walsh voting against. 

2016 LEVY 
COLLECTION 

On a motion by Erin Farrer and seconded by Jeff Nelson, the Board voted to 
declare surplus equipment as inventoried by the Technology Department that 
is no longer used by the District. 

SURPLUS 
TECHNOLOGY 

The next regular meeting of the Board is set for 5 p.m. Tuesday, November 1, 
in the Community Room at Aberdeen High School.  

NEXT MEETING 

A special meeting of the Board is set for 3 p.m. Monday, November 21, in the 
Board Room of the Administration Building for the purpose of reviewing 
proposals from superintendent search consultants. An executive session 
expected to last 90 minutes for the purpose of reviewing the qualifications of 
potential consultants is planned. Upon reconvening, the Board will discuss 
whether it is ready to make a decision or it may choose to invite up to three 
consultants for interviews. 

SPECIAL MEETING 

At 6:05 p.m., President Sandra Bielski recessed the meeting for an executive 
session under RCW 42.30.110(g) (to evaluate the qualifications of an applicant 

EXECUTIVE 
SESSION 
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for public employment or to review the performance of a public employee) 
expected to last 10 minutes. The meeting convened at 6:15 p.m.  The regular 
meeting resumed at 6:27 p.m. 

 On a motion by Jaime Walsh and seconded by Jeff Nelson, the Board 
approved the Personnel Report with President Sandra Bielski abstaining. 
Under certificated matters, the Board approved a change of assignment for 
James Sawin from Special Projects (0.50 FTE) and Title I LAP (0.50) to Human 
Resources Director (0.75 FTE ) and Title I/LAP Program Administrator (0.25 
FTE) for the District effective October 10,  and approved the hiring of Mary 
Marshall as a substitute teacher. 

Under classified matters, the Board approved the hiring of Michelle Stallo as a 
para-educator at Aberdeen High School effective October 17, Taylor Housden 
as an AVID tutor at Aberdeen High School effective October 11, Brandy 
Larson as an AVID tutor at Miller Junior High School effective September 29, 
Debbie Chapin as a para-educator in the  21st Century Program at A. J. West 
Elementary School effective September 26 and  Lisa Hill as a para-educator in 
the 21st Century Program at Stevens Elementary School effective October 10; 
approved a change of assignment for Sol Disol as a para-educator at Hopkins 
Preschool to Stevens Elementary School effective October 24; accepted 
resignations from para-educators Mark Prince effective October 18 and from 
Andrew Cook effective October 6; approved extra-curricular contracts for 
Tamar Yakovich as an assistant coach for girls’ wrestling at Aberdeen High 
School effective November 14, Larry Fleming, Larry Kinread and Jimmy 
McDaniel as head coaches for girls’ basketball at Miller Junior High School 
effective October 24, Steve Reed as an assistant coach for wrestling at Miller 
Junior High School effective October 24, and Shon Schreiber as head coach for 
wrestling at Miller Junior High School effective October 24; accepted the 
resignation of Melanie Bickar as head coach for volleyball at Miller Junior 
High School effective October 4; approved the hiring of  Megan Hogstad as a 
substitute and accepted resignations from Jerry Perry effective October 11 and 
from Janice Voss effective October 7 as substitute custodians.  

PERSONNEL 
REPORT 

CERTIFICATED 

 

 

 

CLASSIFIED 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:28 p.m. ADJOURN 

Thomas A. Opstad, Secretary  Sandra Bielski, President 
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